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 [.—Forztex Potrrics. wantin | 
seg ‘¢ Bandhu, of the 8rd February, thinks that the sending 
Fe — hes . ie ba hare Leo to Sikkim with the 
Sikkim. ce . ostensible my of repairing the road which 
passes through that country to Thibet is only intended to furnish a pretext 
f making war on it. For who ever heard of an army corps being sent for 
a a purpose as that? . The fact is that Sikkim-has excited the cupidity 
sf Englishmen, and they therefore want to annex that country. They may 
find ‘+ an easy thing to conquer Sikkim; but surely it behoves them to 
consider the justice of the step they are about to take. Englishmen! has 
necuniary greed deprived you of your common sense? Do you not dread 
the ruin that you are courting for yourselves by committing such acts 
as these ? 


11—Home ApmMInistRration. ae . 
(a)— Police. | 
9, A-correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 3lst January, 


a - hopes that the men who recently committed a 
A theft at Mogbultoli in Burdwan. theft at Moghultoli -in “Burdwan will be 
punished, and the constable, Janaki Singh, who caught one of the thieves 


at great personal risk should be adequately rewarded for his bravery. 
3. The Sanjivant, of the 4th February, is extremely sorry that even 
Fraudulent auction sales at Cale Mr, Lambert’s police administration has failed 


entts to put down fraudulent auction sales in Cal- 
cutta. The sales are carried on with the connivance of constables and 


jemadars, Mr. Lambert is requested to appoint some one who would be able 
to put down the grievance complained of. 


4. A correspondent of the same paper says that cows are being killed 
eee ... With extreme cruelty at Munsi’s Bazar, Dhites- 
Cow-killing in Southern Sylhet. 


vara and other places in Southern Sylhet by 


muchis and other low caste people. The men stealthily enter into cow-houses 
at night, and after securing the mouths of the cows with muzzles or strings flay 
them alive. Several cows at Lakshmipur, Abiskandi, and other places have 


been killed in this atrocious manner. The head-constable of the Kamalganj 
outpost should look to the matter and find out the 


prepetrators of this 

cruelty, Se 
5. The Bangabdst, of the 4th February, says that Mr. Clarke, District 
othe District Superintendent of Superintendent of Police, Dacca, is unneces- 


sarily harassing Baboo Parvati Nath Roy, Sub- 
Inspector of Police. Mr. Clarke is giving endless trouble to the Baboo. If 
the allegations made against Mr. Clarke in the Hope newspaper prove to be 
correct after a careful inquiry into the matter, he should be severely dealt 
with, Itis hoped that Sir Steuart Bayley will order an enquiry into the 
Matter and punish Mr. Clarke if he is found guilty. 


6. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 6th Februa 


: 9 
Thefts at Keligunge in Dacca. complains of the prevalence of thefts at Kali. 


: gunge, one of the important centres of trade 
in Dacca, ag 


the result of the inefficiency of the local chowkidars. Are 
the panchayet and the chowkidars asleep ? 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


7. The Srimanta Sadagar, of the 18th January, says that the 
ee Bessions Judge of Dacca has unjusily come 
t Munsif of ath en and the down upon Baboo Chandra Mohan Mukherji, 

_ the First Munsif of Munshigunge, simply 


Paasa BanDuHv, 
Feb, 3rd, 1888. 


BaNnGaBast, 
Feb. 4th, 1888. 
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because something appeared in the Dacea Gazette reflecting on his (the 
Judge’s) character. Contrary to all British principles of conduct, the 
udge has Jent himself te an anonymous communication against the 
Munsif, cent to him by some wicked persons, and has, upon the mer 
hearsay statement of some malicious persons, reported to the High Court 
pharging the Munsif with (1) not entering in his office diary the exagt 
hour of his attendance at Court, and (2) with appropriating to himself the 
barhardaré received by him in the mofussil when ‘holding local enquiries, 
With reference to the first charge, the writer hears that the Munsif attends 
to his duties from an early hour in the morping to 9 a.m., and again from 
12 o'clock noon to 7 B.m., disposing of a large number of cases every day, 
The writer is glad to find that the High Court has not entertained this charge, 
As regards the second charge, the writer is in possession of evidence which 
goes to entirely exculpate the Munsif from all blame. The Munsif never 
went to the mofussil except when the requirements of strict justice 
necessitated the holding of local enquiries. Tue cost of these enquiries was 
in all cases borne by the parties and duly entered in the decrees. These 
parties never raised any objection on that score, nor was there anything in 
the Munsif’s conduct to justify the charge referred to. The question, however, 
may be asked, whether the sums so realized were deposited by means of 
court-fees. Well, mistakes may have been committed in consequence of 4 
misapprehension of the real meaning of the rules; but the writer is aware 
that it is customary with Munsifs to go out into the mofussil, the parties 
bearing all costs, The writer knows that the First Munsif of Munshigunge 
always carried sufficient food with him whenever he went out, so that the 
parties had to pay only the actual cost of travelling, which never amounted to 
avery large sum. Tne Munsif has worked with distinction for 21 years 
under well-known District Judges a of whom have since been honoured 
with seats on the Bench of the High Court), who have acknowledged his 
abilities, and he has on five several occasions acted as a Subordinate Judge 
- and tried suits of the value of four to five lakhs. The Judge of Dacca has 
made a serious mistake in charging such a man with the misappropriation 
of afew rupees of darbardari. The Munsif is very well spoken of as a 
judicial officer. He is much liked jin Munshigunge, where he last held his 
appointment, and in Eastern Bengal generally, for the fairness of his 
decisions. The writer hopes that the High Court will reinstate him. 
SansopHmm, 8. The Sansodhini, of the 27th January, complains of the com: 


Jan. 27th, 1888. ae : e.* . . 
The Chittagong Criminal Courts. mission of grave irregularities in the service of 


summonses by the peons of Criminal Courts 
in Chittagong. Summonses are not served in time, and the parties 


summoned cannot therefore attend Court punctually. For this reasoa 
warrants have to be issued in many cases. The complainant has to bear 
the cost of the warrants, and the accused is unnecessarily subjected to trouble 
of giving bail for regular attendance. The authorities are requested to 
look to the dates on which summonses are delivered to the peons and to the 
dates on which they are served. If this is done, the cause of the 
irregularity herein complained of will be easily perceived. -The fact is 
that in many cases peons do not go out to serve summonses until they 
have got a goodly lot thereof to serve at one and the same time; and 
thus the summonses first delivered to them. for service remain unserved 
for a long time, and are therefore served so late that the parties summoned 
cannot attend at the appointed times, 


Cuarta, Gazette, 9. The Chattal Gazette, of the 3lst J apuary, says that the com- 
fe OO plaints regarding the unsatisfactory manner 


| in which justice is dispensed in the Munsifs 
Opurts in the mofussil are growing more general. The man who has 8 
small claim, say of Rs. 10, to establish, is required to spend double that 


snd ‘in spite of any evidence that lie may bri 


60 a 
ee afte 


sent bac 
back to the | 
10. The same paper says that Abdul Hamid, the head-clerk of the 
: Chittagong Municipality; who was charged 
The case against the heed-elerk of with embezzlement of municipal money, has, 
eT after being made to rot in hajut for three 
months, been committed to the Sessions. The Magistrate has exhibited a 
reat deal of spite against this man by treating him as he hasdone. Is 
is hoped that the Judge will decide Abdul Hamid’s case without delay. 
11. The Dacca Gazette, of the 6th February, objects to the curtailing 
of the Christmas vacation of the High 
The Christmas vacation of the High Qourt from 12 to 8 days. As the National 
esi Congress holds its sittings during the Christ- 
mas holidays, the curtailment in question will make it almost impossible 
for barristers and pleaders practising in the High Quurt to take part in 


its proceedings. : 
(d)—LHducation. . 


12. The Sansodhint, of the 27th, January, says that the Oommis- 


: sioners appointed to enquire into the distur- 
The Chittagong Madrassa. — bance in the Chittagong Madrassa have expelled 
17 studeats, fined some, and suspended the Head Moulavi. It is not known 


whether the Director of Public Instruction has apppoved of this action 
of the Commissioners. If he has, then it must be observed that he has 
sacrificed the interests of the students in favour of the Superintendent of 
the institution. If it be the Director’s opinion that the boys have really 
been guilty, surely they ought to be punished. But even in that case the 
punishment of expulsion will be a very hard one, as it will lead to a perma- 
nent rustication of the boys. As regards the Head Moulavi, he ought to 
have been transferred instead of being suspended. The enquiry has 
clearly brought out the fuct that friendly relations do not exist between the 
Superintendent of the Madrassa and his students and the subordinate 
leachers, In the interests of the institution, the Superintendent should 
therefore be transferred. | es 
13, A correspondent of the Chdruvdrid, of the 30th January, com- 
none | plains that the poor inspecting psndits and 
gusin Memesingh, “™? Patshale pathsala gurus of the Mymensingh district 
have not received their salaries and stipends 
for the last five monthe. ‘These men serve in the Education Department 
on very low salaries, and it will be very unjust not to per Shem: rogsenly- 
. 2 hoped that the members of the Mymensingh District Board loo 
€ matter. | 


14. The Hindu Ranjiké, of the 1st February, says that the Raj- 
Wi ie shahye College snould be made one of the 
ue eemnacons. B.A. and B.L. Examination centres, A large 

dumber of students appear in those examinationa from Rajshahye, and 
ashahye has also been for a long time a centre for the Entrance and F.A. 
‘aminations, The candidates from Rajshabye for the B.A. and B.L. 
zaminations are put to great trouble and inconvenience during their tempo- 

'Y slay at Calcutta on the occasion of these examinations. 


CHaTTaL GazstTz, 
Jan. 3lst, 1888. 


Dacca Gazette. 
Feb. 6th, 1888 
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15,° The Samaya, of the 8rd February, quotes the me, inter. 
anger il oa, art _gchool rules proposed by the Education Commis. 
jee een Eee sion:—‘* (1) That, except: at specified tim 
a pupil of one school be not : admitted to another without a certificate from 
his previous school ; (2) that any fees due to that school have beew paid; and 
(8) that he do not obtain promotion to a higher class by changing: his school,” 
and observes that though these rules are likely to advance the cause of educa. 
tion in one way, thev are calculated to injure it in another, Suppose a boy ip 
poor circumstances falls ill and is confined to bed for months together, His 
name, after being allowed to stand on the roll for the first month of his 
iJlness, is then struck off for non-payment of the school-fee. After his 
recovery the boy tries to get himself re-admitted. - But’ the school authoritie, 
will not re-admit him unless he pays the fine prescribed for re-admission 
and school fees for current month and the month during which his name 
was ullowed to. stand onthe roll. But the boy is unable to pay all: this 
and he therefore seeks admission in another school, But no other schuol 
will take him if the firsttwo rules quoted above remain in force, and the 
boy will therefore have to give up his studies altogether. 

As regards the third rule, suppose a boy reads in the third class of 
a school. His father, a poor Government officer on a small salary, wants to 
retire on pension aftera year orso, He is therefore naturally anxious to 
procure a situation for his son in his office before retiring. He therefore asks 
his son to appear at the next Hatrance Examination. The boy.is an intelligent 
one, and has every chance of passing the examination. He asks the 
school authorities to put him in the Entrance class at the end of the current 
year. Tney refuse to do 69, and the boy tries some other school, - But the 
third rule, which provides that no boy shall obtain “promotion to a higher 
class by changing his school” stands in his way. The father takes his 
pension at the appointed time, and if his reduced income does not allow hia 
to pay for the further education of his son, the poor fellow is compelled to 
give up his studies altogetber. , : 

16. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 8rd February, says that Government 

— has at last perceived the necessity of impart 
The Moral Education Circular. . 


- Ing moral instruction in the Indian schools 
But moral instruction in the schools will be ineffectual so long as itis 


not imparted by teachers who are themselves men of unexceptionable 
character. 
17. The Dacca Prakash, of the 5th February, would like to know 


| why the teachers of all schools, government 
a wn Bao Mo Seong Bh gga mand private, gave themselves a holiday on 
the occasion of the Brahmo Magh festival. 
‘The writer knows that some of these schools contaio only one or two 
Brahmo teachers and students. Why should those who are not Brahmos 

be allowed a holiday for the sake of a handful of Brahmos ? sik 
18. The Dacca Comtts, of e® eo February, reno mens bes 

— _. abolition of Cooper’s Hill College an 

education iu Indies *hmcal ~~ Government to ined the noney “wae will 


favre: be thus saved to the purposes of techaical | 
education in the Seebpore Engineering Collegeor any other similat 
‘institution in India. hie 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


19. The Sdrsudhdnidht, of the 20th January, says that, in consid: 
The proposed road eration of the many objections that cal 


. the Hooghly Bridge. am Seiten te he urged against the construction of the 


proposed road from Sealdah to. the Hooghly 
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Prakdsh, of the 5th February, says that, the Dacca 
s,s Municipality has ruled, in accordance with 
Compounders in public dispenseries. 414 rovisions: of the municipal law, that 
none but passed compounders will be employed in public dispensaries. 
But the writer thinks that ‘the municipality ought to allow the services 
of old and well-tried compounders, who are thoroughly able to hold their 
own against passed: men, to be retained. Such'men may be subjected 
to examination ; but it will be fair and proper if the old and experienced 
men, who are .able . to produce Certificates of competency from eminent 
physicians, are exempted from such examination. Government has shown 
similar favour to old and experienced men belonging. to the legal and other 
ions. «4b! | oe 
ears A correspondent of the same paper says that the Tangail Munici- 
pality will not be .of. any service to the public 
_— so long as men holding posts in the local 
criminal courts are allowed to become.its Commissioners. Every meeting of 
themunicipality proves the correctness of this view.. Tne writer requests the 
able District Magistrate to enquire into the internal condition of the 
Tangail Municipality. The fourth and fifth wards of that municipality 
should be detached from the other wards and constituted aseparate muni- 
cipality. Otherwise the money of the poor people of these two wards will be 
simply wasted in ministering to the whims of the Baboos of Tangail. . 
99, A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 6th February, 
The Jemidnnes Madlatedl says that while many residents of Jamalpore 
ee: have been fined to the extent of Rs. 20, Rs. 30, 
and Rs. 50 for permitting foul water to flow upon the roads close to their 
houses, the mehters of the Jamalpore Municipality are permitted tu do.the 
same thing with impunity. ‘The writer has seen a number of these mehéers 
throwing foul water on the roadsin the quarter Known as. Baidyapara in 
damalpore to the great annoyance of the residents of that part of the town, 
and he knows that. some Municipal Commissioners have themselves seen 
the mehters do that. sort of thing. But nothing has yet been done - to stop 
the obnoxious practice. ‘_ 


The Tangail Municipality. 


(f)—Questions affecting the land. 


23. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 5th February, says that Mr. T. D. 
The administration of Act VIIL of Beighton, the Judge of Dacca, is abusing the 


1885 in Dacea, power conferred upon him by section 93 of 
Act VITI, of appointing managers to look after joint property. Some men, 
driven to desperation by the provisions of that Act, applied. to him for the 
‘Ppolnment of managers, -with this result, that he put them to infinite trouble 
and expense, and finally rejected their applications without duly examining 
ine truth or otherwise of toeir representations. Mr. Beighton has in this 
—. subjected many » seve to-heavy pecuniary loss. . The higher 
- oriies should take Mr. Beighton.to task-for intentionally defeating the 
sation of the law. If it is his fixed ‘determination nut to appoint 
san under section 93 of Act VIII, he should, to save people from 
ie ee expense, give @ formal noticé to that effect. As a matter of 
ip owever, he not only summarily rejects applications for the appointment 

anagers, but awards good round sums as compensation to those who 


Dacca PRAKASH. 


Som PRakas#, 
Feb. 6:h, 1888. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Feb, Sth, 1888. 
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oppose such: applications, If Government makes any delay in mendj 
this state of things, something very serious will soon happen in that part of 
the country. ,People cannot suffer their property to go to ruin without 
making an attempt to save it, The East Bengal Zemindars’ Association 
is requested to movein this matter, , 
te 94. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 6th February, says that, in 
Fob, 6th, 1888. i spite of section 74 of the Bengal Tenancy 
i ee ee Act, extra abwabs are realized from the tenants 
in Bhastara, in the district of Hooghly. A gentleman has got into a scrape 
in protesting against the realization of such illegal cesses. The zeminda 
does not take the rent due from that gentleman when he offers to pay it, 
but continually sues him for rent due. Whatever laws Government may 
make, the rule will hold good that they should take who have the power, 
and they should keep who can. | 


(9) —Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


SANSODEINI, 25. The Sonsodhini, of the 27 - J rege says that there a two 
Jan, 27th, 1888. alia routes by which boats can come to the town 
ela tice of Chittagong from Cox’s Bazar. . One of 

these is through the canal, and the other lies over the sea. Big cargo boats 

fear to take the sea route, and generally prefer the canal route. But 

big boats block the canal in such a way that small passenger boats cannot 

pass through it. The boatmen of these large cargo boats are a very 


insolent set of people, and they cause great annoyance to the smaller boats, 
The authorities are requested to remove the public grievance arising from § 


this source by constructing harbours in the canal and making it penal for 


the boatmen of big cargo boats to anchor anywhere except in such | 
harbours. Cargo boats should not also be allowed to use the canal route in 


fair weather without some special reason. 


Steven Sener 26. The Chattal Gazette, of the 3lst J anuary, says that some 
ere ae oe respectable men of Chittagong are about to 
ee present a memorial to the local municipality 
praying that the Katalgunge road may be metalled. This road:is in a very 
deplorable condition, and the municipal authorities should comply with the 

request of the memorialists. | 
Buapwan Sanstvam, 27. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 31st January, 
a The road from Paratal to Harsla, 28% the authorities to repair the road from 
Paratal to Harala. The road in question 
has not been repaired for a long time, and has therefore become impassable. 

SaHacHaR, 


Brag cggen-™ 28. The Sahachar, of the lst February, says that a steam tramway 
iced asi is contemplated which will run from Howrah 
pid am line from Howrah to Shea- to Sheakhala v4 Janai. The writer hopes 
that Raja Piyari Mobun Mookerji’s prayet 

for such a tramway will be granted by Government. we 
Samacuas. 29. The same paper hears with regret that Government will in 
Tho East Indian Railway. future undertake the working of the Hast 
Indian Railway line. Railways do not work 
well under Government management. ‘Toe existing arrangement should be 


maintained. | a 
iii 30. A correspondent #, me Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 2nd 
Bye a , : : ebruary, says that the Road Cess Committee 
ree” The mailroad from the Hilley station wil] pay the cost of constructing a railt 


| 24 miles long, from the Hilley station 08 
the Northern Bengal State Railway to Kaliguoge ghat on the Brahmaputrs. 


Tne construction of the road commenced in December last. In order 
make this road wide and straight, a good many houses and gardens and 
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sugarcane plantations have been done away with, and the District Engineer, 
Baboo Ashutosh Lahiri, is requested to deal fairly by the owners. The old 
road near the house of Kashi Nath Gupta, the deceased zemindar of 
Talsighat, is for some distance far from straight, It will therefore be 
better to carry the railroad from the western side of Tulsighat along the 
southern bank of the river, where the ground is higher and the cost of 
construction will therefore be less heavy. If the road is taken round 
Kashi Nath’s house and through the Bundur, it will cross two pucca golas 
and a peepul tree dedicated to a goddess; and to destroy the peepul tree 
will be to seriously wound the religious feeling of the people of that place. 
31. The Bangabdst, of the 4th February, agrees with Lord Salisbury in 
aanagement in State Railways, inking that railways are better managed by 
ania . ' private companies than by the State. The 
affairs of the Eastern Bengal Railway have been grossly mismanaged under 
direct Government control. The time-table is constantly changed, and 
trains do not arrive in due time. A sufficient number of carriages is not 
attached to the traine, and consequently there is overcrowding therein, 
Passengers find no accommodation in the trains for which they buy tickets. 
Third class passengers are pushed into intermediate class compartments to the 
great inconvenience of the intermediate class passengers, and intermediate 
class passengers are accommodated in third class carriages. Such things 
happen daily in the Eastern Bengal State Railway, and the authorities take 
no notice thereof. The pilgrims on the occasion of the last Maght Purnima, 
were subjected to great inconvenience and hardship. They were conveyed 
in carriages used to carry goods. The Bengalis are a-gentle and peace- 
loving people, and that is why the pilgrims silently brooked the insult 


which was done to them on that occasion. As the Bengalis do not’ 


institute legal proceedings against Government for wrongs suffered by 
them on the railways, Government ought of its own motion to take the 
matter up and remove their grievances. But no remedy against railway 


oppression has been found since the lines have come under Government 
management. , | 


82. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 6th February, says 
i that mahajans taking delivery of goods at the 
oe Goalundo ghat on the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway are put to much trouble and expense'in consequence of the delay 
which is made by the railway people in making over their goods and 
Of their “refusal to carry those goods to the river bank according to 
contract. The writer is an eye-witness to such unfair proceedings on the 


part of the railway employés at Goalundo, and begs the authorities to look 
to the matter. | . 


83. The Navavibhdkar Sddharant, of the 6th February, supports the 
Tho Gewankhali tidal canal, .. +4 Memorial presented to Government by the 
; people: of Natshal and Rajchak, in per- 

_ guonah Mahisadul, in Midnapore, in the matter of the canal and reservoir 
Proposed to be constructed in connection with the Gewankhali tidal canal, 
and says that if the sites selected for the proposed canal and reservoir are 


ot slightly altered, the people there will be subjected to serious hardship 
and inconvenience. | | . 


34, The Anis, of the 80:h January, says that, instead of meeting 
The deficit in the Budget. the deficit in the Budget by imposing hea 


elie 6 6 taxes on the impoverished population of this 
os a juster plan will be to levy an import duty on foreign goods, or, 

~ hep on alcoholic drinks, If this course ‘is adopted, the deficit 
udget will be made up and drinking habits will be discouraged, © 
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$5. The Sahachar, of the lst February, says that, practically speak. 

7 of the salt duty ing, it will, be absurd to . maintain that the 
fe ieee *..  imeréase of. the salt duty will increase ‘the 
sufferings of the poor. Those who can managé to procure rice may easily 
obtain a little salt. ‘They may even do without salt. A man who earn 
four annas daily has only to buy half a pice worth of salt, Out of the 2) 


crores of the population of British India, 20 crores will feel perfectly hap 
if they can procure rice alone. The number of those that indulge in rich 
food is very few indeed. A man purchasing rice and dhal from a moodee 
generally gets a little salt for the mere asking. . 


* 


_. Salt is not required for cattle in this country, to such an extent as it 
is in Europe, where grass and hay are deficient in saline properties. —_ 
Consumption of salt will increase, as heretofore, with the increase of 
popalation. The decrease of the salt duty in ,1882 no doubt. created 4 
a 


rger demand for salt. But that is no argument against the increase of 


the salt duty; for. anything—even the common earth—will be in increased 


demand if it is cheapened.. | [ ee 
The increase of the salt duty has not caused dissatisfaction, but it has 
been effected in a manner which is very objectionable. It has been _ stated 
that if any previous intimation of the Government’s intention tp increase 
the salt duty had been given, salt dealers might have monopolised the 
commodity ina way which would have been highly detrimental to the 
public. But would Lord Dufferin have ventured to offer such an explana- 
tion in England? When Lord Ripon diminished the salt duty, he did not 
act in an underhand manner, and yet no serious consequences followed his 
action. The writer fails to understand why danger was apprehended in the 


‘present instance. To raise the price of salt in anticipation of its becoming 


cheaper, and to purchase it cheap in view of an expected rise in its value, 
amount, to the same thing. As a matter of fact, however, many people did 
get an inkling of the Government’s intention to increase the salt duty. 
The salt dealers of the Punjab had sent their agents all over the country to 
buy up large quantities of the commodity. It is therefore extremely 
impolitic to violate an established principle of the administration in the vain 
hope of avoiding what is inevitable. As Lord Dufferin has had recourse to 
legislation for the purpose of imposing a duty on kerosine-oil, it is to be 
presumed that His Kxcellency has since found out his mistake, and he is 
really to be congratulated if he has so soon discovered his error. Lord 
Dufferin’s desire to please all classes of Her Majesty’s subjecte and to 
respect public opinion is apparent in all his actions, :, 
It would have been very well if the desirability or otherwise of raising 
the salt duty had been discussed im the Legislative Council. The people 
are not now against the increase, and they would not have been against it 
if it had been discussed in the Council. It is very necessary that matters 
like this should be openly discussed. Indeed, the greater the chance of 
popular opposition to any measure, fiscal or other, the stronger is the 
necessity of consulting the opinion of the people about it. Not to consult 
the people in matters of income and expenditure is to create discontent 
among them. The people of India now desire to have a voice in matters 
affecting their pecuniary interests. And as laws and regulations are. n0# 
discussed in the Legislative Council, so must all matters relating to income — 
and expenditure be discussed in that Council. It is the desire of all Indis 
thut this salutary change in the administrative system shuuld be speedi 
brougbt about; and if the Government of India recommend it, the: Britis 
Parliament will doubtless sanction it. ee 
86. The same paper says that the Madras High Court has recom 
: | oe mended to the Government the separation of 
cutee ration of the Judicial and Exe- the judicial and executive functions. Tb 
; Government has acknowledged the wisdom of 


| endatian,;, and’, promised . to carry it into. effect as far.as.it can. 
iter willibésglad to see this promise fulf lled. Government is of opinion 
shat. police oppression Will. decrease, with the increase of education. in: the 
country, Lhe writer, cannot:.aceept this: view. as perfectly sound. ‘The 
whole country. will never receive high education, nor will the mild disposition 
of the people of: India‘ entirely change. The diffusion of education is, 
moreover, a question;of time. But the evil of combining executive and 
‘udicial: powers has already assumed an aggravated form, and it has become 
s onensat? to find immediate remedy for it, And the only remedy. will 
consist in waking Magistrates. do nothing but their legitimate work of 
trying criminal cases. If this. change requires,additional expenditure, the 
people: willbe prepared to meet it. But if the change is skilfully made, it 
will not involve much expenditure of money. Let there be one Magistrate 
for every two districts, and let him only try criminal cases, And let there 
he one’ Collector for every two districts, and let him attend to other matters 
relating to the district. Or the duty of trying cases may be left in the hands 
of a Joint-Magistrate or a Deputy Magistrate,.one such working for two dis- 
tricts. And, if necessary, the number of Deputy Magistrates may be increased 
by about eight or ten. If it is possible to effect this reform without incurring 
any additional cost, .well and good; if not, the people will be prepared to 
supply the money that may be required for effecting it. While there is so 
much useless expenditure in other directions, it will not do to be close-fisted 
in an important matter like this. It will not also do to leaveithe work of 
trying: criminal cases in the hands of Honorary Magistrates. That work 
| cannot -be satisfactorily performed except by. men who have received regular 
legal training, and there are, as everybody knows, no such men among the 
present race of Honorary Magistrates. 
87. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the Ist February, says that the rich 
n— sili . and well-to-do people will not be. ‘affected. by 
ee ee the raising of the price of salt by one pice 
per seer. But. to the poorer classes, who are most numerons, this increase 
of the price of salt will be a great hardship, The action of Government 
in increasing the salt duty has beeo neither just nor politic. “The péople 
have no voice :in the administration of the country’s finances. . There 
would not have been the Burmese war, for instance, if:the people had. heen 
consulted about it. . And this Burmese war.has, led to. the expenditure of 
vast sums of Indian money, causing a deficit in the Indian treasury, for 
which Government: is imposing fresh taxes on the people. Those who 
counselled this. war ought therefore to replenish: the treasury with their 
own money. And has the Government dealt fairly by: the. people in 
ping the salt duty without telling them beforehand that. it intended 
olng 80: errre. ate | ks 
38. The Jagatbdet, of, the 2nd February, says, that large sums of 
The insteaso of the salt duty money, have been recklessly expended in the 
, ' | Burmese war, and in order. to meet the deficit 
in the Indian exchequer caused. by this heavy: expenditure, Government. has 
decided to inorease the .duty.,on. salt, Now:.salt .enters. largely into: the 
Composition of the meal, which., 18 eaten . by the ‘poor Ini lp and. an. 
Th of the salt duty will therefore intensify the poor, Indian’s sufferings. 
dale Ancrease ofthe salt duty. means the raising of. the. price~- 
with t by one pice per seer—a rise which .to the poor Indian will. be.attended 
- mom inconvenience. England is waging wars: for the porneee 
oe nding her territories and for the. benefit of English traders, and the poor 
The ral Pays, all the expenses of those wars. Excellent policy this! 
i. of India are unacquainted with the real condition of the people 
“country. Toe Viceroy: himself spands the: hest part -of: the year .on 
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the hills, and has therefore very little opportunity of seeing or eN quiring 


y into the real’ condition of the people, and for'the people, 
-esacern wants and et to his: ae agua Sg ga If the 
Viceroy had possessed any nowledge of the extent of country 
poverty,. he could not ore raised the duty on salt. If it was seenaiians 
impose any new tax or increase an existing one, why was not the impor 
duty on liquor increased? A large quantity: of liquor is annually imported 
into this country, and an increase of the duty now levied on it, whily 
yielding enough money to Government, would not have added to the 
sufferings of the Indian poor, as this increase of the salt duty will. 

39. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 3rd February, says that: it wa 
rumoured some days ago that Sir Len | 
Griffin had incurred the displeasure of Lord 
Dofferin on account of his anti-Bengali speech at Lascarpur. Ani 
the Mirror newspaper now says that His Excellency the Viceroy knew the 
real character of Sir Lepel long since, and that, when Lord Cross recon. 
mended Sir Lepel. for the Lieutenant-Governorship of the Punjab, His 
Excellency opposed the recommendation. If this be true—if, that is, His 
Excellency feels convinced of the guilt of Sir Lepel—how isit that Sir Lepel 
still remains unpunished? Or may it be that His Excellency is no 
sincere. in his expression of. displeasure regarding Sir Lepel, and only 
administers him a rebuke now and then by way of humouring public opinion, 
which, he knows, is decidedly against Sir Lepel ? Ca 

~40.. The Pratikdr, of the 3rd ae bp that, in order to make 

age up the anticipated deficit in the next year’s 

ee boliest Denes has, with one stroke of 

the pen, increased the duty on salt, and is about to pass an Act imposing an 

import duty on petroleum. By repeatedly committing acts of injustice of 
this kind, Government is increasing the misery of the people of India. 

41. The same paper is glad to find that the Lievtenant-Governor ha 

hi ae ee ok commuted the sentence of transportation for 

eset . life passed on Sadhu Sahu, of Cuttack, to one 

of five years’ rigourous imprisonment. The high-minded Sir Steuart Bayley 

has done a really good act by respecting public opinion, and his subject 
therefore may well be proud of him. 0 

42. The Samaya, of the 3rd gre says that as. kerosine-oil is used 

ae even by the poor in this country, the. impo 
ee of an glee! duty mony 2 will bes 
source of hardship to them. Though no duty has yet been imposed on 
kerosine, still its price has already gone up. Government. should carefully 
consider the condition of the poor. 
43. The same paper says that undue advantage has been. taken of 


| the increase of the salt duty by salt-dealers 

0 ponents ped acdnet in this country, who have bone p Be doubled 
the price of that article. In the mofussil, salt is selling at ten pice pe 
seer, though it ought to sell at seven pice per seer. Had such a thing 
occurred in a Native State, the salt-dealers would have been summoned tothe 
cutcherry of the ruler and punished for unlawfully increasing the price. Bub 


Lord Dafferin and Sir Lepel Griffin. 


- 


. a8 such summary. justice is not to be thought of in British India, Gover 


ment ought to warn village shop-keepers, by beat of drum, against. sell eo 
salt at an-improper price, and to ask the Divisional Commissioners to repo’ 


on the current. bazar prices of. that article. 


44, The Arya Darpan, of the 3rd February, says that the Gover 

The duty on kerosine-cil. ment will make the people miserable -by™ 
ee increase of the duty on salt and: by its map 
sition of a duty on all petroleum imported into this country. . Many- pe? 


- (C2186 3) 


arefer'to use kerosine-oil because it is cheap and burns brightly. . The 
imposition of a duty on it will therefore inconveniently affect the middle 
a poorer classes. The Government is determined not to reduce the 
expenditure of the Empire. Its income is about 80 crores, and yet it goes 
on imposing fresh taxes. The fact is that those who are entrusted with 
the government of this. country do not care to reduce expenditure and 
tnow not how retrenchment can be effected. They therefore continually 
harass and grind down the poor with a aed of taxes. i 

45. Referring to the Petroleum Bill, the Urdu Guide, of the 3rd 
. February, says that the Government is doing 
its ‘best to impose fresh imposts without once 
seriously endeavouring to curtail expenditure. The Public Service Commis- 
sion bas also proved a farce. When will the Government learn to respect 
public opinion gee : 

46. The Sanjtvani, of the 4th February,. has the  fol- 
lowing on the increase of the salt 
duty :— 


The policy of Government. 


The increase of the salt duty. 


The other day, in the course of his speech in the Viceregal 
Council, the Hon’ble Raja Peary Mohun Mookerjee said that the salt duty 
will not touch even the poorest Indian in such a manner as to cause him 
hardship or inconvenience. Now, a statement of this kind, coming as it 
does from one who, like the Hon’ble Member, is one of the richest men in 
the country, need excite no wonder. But it is matter for wonder that such a 
~ man as the Hon’ble Member, who evidently cares to know nothing about the 
condition of his suffering countrymen, should be looked upon by Govern- 
ment as a Yepresentative of the people. Accepting this statement of the 
Hon’ble Raja as correct, Government thinks that the increase of the 
duty will do no harm to anybody. But if there bad been any system of 
legislative representation at work in this country, Government would have 
seen that. the Hon’ble Peary Mohun was not what he is now—a Member of 
the Viceregal Council. 

It may be easily shown that, in consequence of this increase of the 
salt duty, every family will have to pay 12 annas more every year on 
account of this duty than they paid before the increase. : 

This means that families with a monthly income of Rs, 4—and 
the number of such families is very. large in this country—will henceforth 


have to pay one pice more in-the rupee as a tax. Surely, if this be nota — 


just cause for complaint, the Hon’ble Raja ought not to grudge or 
grumble if he has to pay one pice more per rupee on his annual income in 
the shape of a tax. But let Government only make the proposal to 
lactease the income-tax at present levied on the zemindar class: at the 
rate of one pice per rupee, and it will see what sort of language the 
measure elicits from the Hon’ble Rajah. ie nia caeaalllis 

__ When the income-tax was first proposed, His Excellency the Viceroy 
distinctly stated that in view of the fact that the poor had up to that time 
borne the principal share of the taxation of the country, he was unwilling to 
increase their burden by increasing the duty on salt, and that nothing but the 
occurrence of some extraordinary contingency, such as war or famine, would 
induce him to increase & duty which falls cniefly on the poor. But is that 


oa of His Excellency ‘kept in this increase of the.salt duty in a time of 
ace ) fea 


Mr. Westland’s attempt to exonerate the Viceroy from all blame in 
ihe matter must be pronounced to be a failure. He said that before 
“creasing the burdens of the poor it was necessary to ascertain whether the 
8 had their proper share in the taxation of the country, and when this 
ad been ascertained, as in the present case, there could be no harm in 
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properly taxed ? ee 

are those who earn Rs. 4 per month, and if the consumption of 
their families be 5'seers per month, they must pay’ 5 annas in the 
shape of salt duty, or, in other words, 5 pice for ee they earn, 
There are those, again, and their number is not in erable, whose 
monthly income does not exceed’ Rs. 2, and their share of liability in this 
salt taxation will be still more heavy. And now Mr. Westland ‘should be 
asked to say how much tax per rupee he bimeelf pays? Is there any ma 
among the rich in this country who pays taxes at the rate of 5 pice pe 

rupee ? , Caer 
The fact is that the richin this country, instead of being adequately 
taxed, do not even pay as much tax as the poor do. Before the imposition 
of the income-tax in 1886, the amount which the rich people used to pay 


in the shape of taxes was not eveu worth reckoning. And even with th @ 


income-tax, their burden of taxation, compared with that of the poor, is 
very light, and yet the rich strongly protested against the imposition of the 
income-tax! The poor have no means of making their complaints heard, 
and that’ is why a fresh burden has been thrown on their already over. 
burdened shoulders. | 

~The policy of imposing import duties is not a good policy. Still, fit 
be necessary to impose new taxes, such taxation should take the form of 


import duties on articles which are used only by the rich. Mr. Westland | 
has not dared to state what his objections are against the imposition of 
import duties on fine silken and cotton fabrics. The fact is, fear of the 


Lancashire weavers has prevented Government from imposing duties of that 
kind. So much for the courage of the Government! And yet Mr. Westland 


spoke of the financial policy of the Government in terms of approbation 


He in fact challenged the public to point out a single item in the expen 


diture of the Empire which could be reduced. Now, it may be asked im this 


connection, have all the recommendations of the Army Commission been 
given effect to P Mr. Westland will probably reply that some have 
already been given effect to, and, as for the rest, they are still under the 
consideration of Government. But where would be the harm of defraying 
the additional expenditure of Government by. a loan until the subject of 
army reform was finally disposed of? Has Mr. Westland been able to 
demonstrate the necessity of increasing the salt tax in such unseemly 
haste? The deficit in the next year’s budget will amount to two crores of 
rupees. And that deficit, instead of being met, as has been done, by meals 
of additional taxation, might have been met in the following way :— 


(1) Cooper’s Hill College might have been abolished, and the sale 
of the College buildings, together with the grounds, would 
have fetched something like 70 lakhs. 

(2) Another 70 lakhs might have been raised by a loan, and the 
interest on that loan might have been pnid with te 


Rs. 2,60,000 now annually remitted to England for the 


maintenance of Cooper’s Hill College. 


(3) By arr 2 fe a rey of in pounds the amount annually 
remitte ngland for tl.e purpose of paying the. pensiol 
of retired officers, a fund mignt have been raised: suffeie! 
to c ver the interest on another loan of 60 lakhs requitel 
for making up the total deficit of two crores. =. tS 
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(187) 
As the deficit in question has been caused chiefly by the Burmese war, 


and the operations undertaken for the purpose-of strengthening the defences 


of the North-Western Frontier, ‘and as the advantage accruing from both 
these measures. will” be: reaped by men ofall generations—the present and 
fature—in India, it is but just that both present and future generations of 
Indians should’ bear the burden of the expenditure incurred on this 
account, Andas a loan isthe only means by which future generations 
can. be made jointly liable with the present ‘generation, it is by means of 
aloan, and not by additional taxation, that this deficit should have been 
met. J | : 


47. The Bangabdsi, of the Ath February, says that financial difficulties 
| +." have ‘compelled Government ‘to increase the 


The increase of the salt duty. duty on salt. But could not the money required 


by Government have been raised in many other.ways? Certainly it could 


have been.. But Government looks more to the interests of English 
merchants than to those of its native subjects. Hundreds of articles of 
luxury are imported-to India whose use isdomg more harm than good to 
the people. -An import duty levied on those articles would have served the 
interests of both the rulers and the ruled. But Government is unwilling to 
allow the interests of English merchants to suffer any harm, and no 
import duty has therefore been imposed. This one-sided financial policy of 
Government is destroying the best interests of India. pies 


48, The same paper says that India has no control over the Home 
«Indian money in Enelana, CUSrSe8» which are very heavy. The Secretary 
Waste of Indian money in England, Of State for India has 15 Councillors, and, 
over and above the pensions which these 15 Oouncillors receive for their 
Indian service, they draw ten thousand rupees every year out of the 
exhausted Indian treasury. Waste of this kind‘would never have been 
tolerated in the office of any other English minister, and if committed 
would undoubtedly have given rise to rebellion or disturbance. The office 
establishment of the Secretary of State for India is very large, and no 
attempt isever made to reduce it. Indian money is, in fact, recklessly 
spent in England, as the following statement will show :— oe ee 


(1) A large building has been constructed for the Secretary of State 
’ for India at a cost of one crore of rupees. Taking ex- 
_ change into account, this one crore amounts to one-and-a- 
half crores. The money required for the construction of 
this building has been raised in England by means of a 
loan, and India has to pay interest on that loan. But the 
building is not India’s property. It is Eogland’s property. 
It is therefore contrary to justice and morality to saddle 
India with this expenditure. A aa ‘Eine 
(2) The constant movement of troops between England and India 
involves enormous. expenditure of money. A man-of-war 
has been constructed at a cost of. Rs. 1,25,00,000 
for the transport of troops. from England to India 
and vice versed. Taking exchange into account, | this 
one-and-a-quarter crores amounts to nearly two crores. 
This sum, too, has been raised in England by means 
of a joan, and India pays the interest due on it. 
But this man-of-war is not used for Indian purposes only. 
It is also used for trdénsporting troops to the Colonies. 
And yet the annual ‘cost, of maintaining this vessel in 


v * 


i “aie, g order, which amounts to 40 lakhs, is paid by 
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He haneoall letters for Jorepukar with auy village whon 
hemeets at the Dalai-Aat.. The matter was brought to the notice of th 
Post-master, but to no purpose. 

50. Tne Dacca Gazette, of the 6th February, does not agree with 

| the Pioneer newspaper in thinking that the 
present system of appointing the members of 
the Viceregal Council by nomination is: the 
best that could be followed. The Pioneer points to the Maharsis 
Jotindra Mohan Tagore, Rajah Darga Charan Law, late Baboo Kristo Da 
Pal, Mr. Viswanath Mandalik, Sir Dinshaw Petit, and Sir T. Madhao Rag, 
as proving the excellence of the nomination system. In saying this: the 
Pioneer no doubt speaks the truth, but it does not speak the whole: truth, 
For though the gentlemen whose names are quoted are all very able-men, 
their number is considerably exceeded by thoze worthless men who have: » 
to this time been — members of the Viceregal Council. Ifthe 
lective system is introduced into that Council, the proportion of ‘worthles 
members will dimmish, and that is why Government is asked to spesdily 
introduce that system. 

51. The Navavibhdkar Sidhérani, of the 6th February, does not find 

mee cae le fault with the procedure followed by Govern 

— as ment in mereasmg the salt duty. This is: no 
the first time that this procedure has been adopted, and the law sanction 
this procedure. The writer emphatically asserts, however, that the Govert- 
has acted very unjustly in increasmg the salt duty. It is not proper for Gor- 
erament to trample upon the poorer classes simply because they do 00 
know how to express their thoughts and feelings. 

The price of salt has now risen from fivepice per seer to six pice) 
rise which will, in spite of what a few ignerant men may say, serious! 
affect the poorer classes. Salt isan indispensable ingredient of their food, 
which consists of rice and water. 

The physique of the people of India generally, and of the poottt 
people in particular, is gradually ieteromting, and this deterioration of 
their physique has been ascribed by eminent Hnropeans to the fact thst 
they cannot get enough salt to eat. The deterioration of cattle im ti 
country is also due tothe same cause. Agriculture also suffers in th 
country because the soil does not receive enough salt as manure, and that 8 
why Government has promised a reward for the discovery of some cles? 


Nomination of members to the Vice- 
+) Couneil 


~ 
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apdible salt for-agricattural nse. The cheapening of edible salt’ might 
measure help agriculture. But Government will not listen to 
arguinest. {ts mind is occupied ‘with Burmah on the east and 


| Quetta on the west, and its only thought is to obtain money by hook or 


" The Finence Minister has said that the money that has hitherto been 
gent in Barmah and the North-Wesvern Frontier ts not enough, and more 
money is wanted for that purpose. The writer will urge in reply that India 


has nothing 60 do with the expenses tncurred in Barmah. The argument that 


Barmah is a part and parcel of the Indian Empire carries no conviction of 


any kind to the mind of the writer, who finds that India and Burmah are 


very differently treated in the matter of taxation and in other respects. The 


tact is, India is treated by the Government as a veritable milch-cow. 
6% The Som Prakdsh, of the 6th February, does not object so very 
much to the imcrease of the salt duty, but 
The incsease of the salt duty. 1s not satisfied with the manner in which the 
merease has been brought about. No Bill was introduced for the pur- 
pose in the Viceregal Council, nor was any notice given to the public 
about it, What ts the meaning of all this? Dees this justify the 
profession so often made by Government that it does nothing without 
consulting popular opinion ? Irregularity of proceeding of this kind on the 
part of the rulers of this country is becoming so frequent that the public 
is getting disgusted with the British Ray. ‘The impartial, high-minded and 
kind-hearted Queen is also having her good name tarnished through these 
wrong-doings of her officers. The Viceroy, being Her Majesty’s repre- 
sentative, Whatever he does is naturally taken to be done by her or with 
ber permission. 


53. The Datuk and Samachar Chandrika, of the 6th February, 
says that hy commuting the sentence of 
Keneceiaae transportation for life’ passed on Sadhu Sahu 
to one of five years’ rigorous imprisonment, Sir Steuart Bayley has given 
evidence of bis possession of a kind and sympathetic heart. Though it 
would have been better if the sentence had been still further reduced, 
still the public sre obliged to His Honour for such mercy as he has shown 
to poor Sadhu Sahu. oe eee 


Som Prakasa, 
Feb. 6th, 1888. 


Dainik & SaMacHaR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Feb. 6th, 1888, 


54. The same paper says ‘that the government of this country is = * Sasoman 


camment in defiance of public Opinion, and mentions the following by way 


of illustration :— 


(1) The salt duty has. been increased by an executive order, and 
mo attempt has been made o sound the opinion of the 
masses on this subject. 
{2) On the Municipal Boards, ‘the Gommissioners do everything in 
their ‘own way, and do not pay the slightest heed to the 
‘Interests of the ‘poor. ee ea oe 
(8) The proposals relating to the construction of a ‘new road through 
the ‘heart of the town of ‘Calcutta, and to the extension of. 
the municipal area of the town, have been made and carried. 

in utter disregard of public opinion, and without any 
thought as to whether those proposals, if carried out, 

will benefit ‘the poor people of the couwtryor'not, 

(4) The native members of the Legislative Councils, being always 
in & minority, can never influence the decisions of flinse. 
Councils, ant they are therefore useless as representing 

the views of the people. He ae 


, 


carried on in utter disregard of public . 


CHANDRIKA. 


a Al: Pinch, of: the: 6th Bebroasy gives:a-castoon: im which th. 
alga ed nag is: representedas-a:meq_ 
arora bending. under the: weight: of: a: momsty. 
rage North» Western frontier expenses, with a:weight: suspended | 
his neck, representing the expenses of the Burmese war,. and, a opek 
raps band. one,. showing: the amount:spent:in the pay: and‘pension of | 
ly oe ar am age large: sums: which. are: spenti by 
the ceo im luxurious: habits: __ 
DADO awo SiacH an The Dainik and Samdchdr ee ee says.that 
cena the: clerks: in Government. ee 
ee gradually deprived of the privileges: whieh they 
formerly enjoyed. Formerly they could easily transfer their: servicos from. one 
office to another ; hut it has now been ruled that they will not’ be: allowed 
to. do so without the permission of the office masters: under whom: they: may — 
be serving, and that if they get employment elsewhere without such per 
mission they will be liable to dismissal and their past service will mot’ count 
towards pension. It will be easy for Europeans: to obtain the necessary 
—— but it-will be very difficult for poor natives: to get: it. The 
condition of the clerks in Government offices is.already very muserable;. aud 
the operation of this rule will make it still more so. 


Il 1.—LeGisuatrve. 


uncommon, 57. ‘The Sér Sudhdnidhi, of the 20th a will be sorry if the: Gil 


Jao. 20th 1888. cutta Municipal Bill, now before: the Bengal 
eileen coitus Council, ,is el 1m ite: ‘present: c yectionable 
form.. The proposal to pay Commissioners-and many other provisionsof 
the Bill are caloulaved to set class against class, and to give rise: tothe ; 
belief tbat the English rulers of. India think that the country cannot be | 
well governed except by creating discord among the different races inhabit 
ing it. The provision of the Bill relating to licenses for horses and. 


carriages 
is also a very objectionable one. Armed with such powers as: the Bill 


proposes to invest them with, the servants of the municipality will proves 
veritable nuisance to the general public.. 


ones, 58. The Sakachar, of the Ist February, says that it is shamefal tliat 
Feb. ist, ; eI | 


while the Chamber of Commerce, the: Trades’ 

ee Association, and the Port Commissioners — 
have been empowered by the new Municipal Bill to return a certain number 
of Commissioners to the Calcutta Municipality, the same privilege hasnot 
been extended to any of the native associations. Recourse is: had tothe 
unjust device in order to increase the number of European Commissioner. 
The writer condemns this as a partial and one-sided. measure. By fartie | 
greater portion of the population of Calcutta being Hindus, it is: justand 


proper that the Hindu Commissioners should 


form a majority im the 
Manicipality. It will be difficult to find men better qualified for municipal . 
business and more unselfish than the Hindu Commissioners, Tn a sei 


governed Corporation the influence of unselfish men cannot fail to E 
itself. If the Anglo-Indian merchants and traders are re unselfish: met, : 


ally unsel 
they will stand a good chance of being elected. Let them not,. th 
resort to crooked w 


ays in order to get themselves represented on: the: 
cipal Board; 


59. The Samaya, of the 3rd February, thus objecta to the proposal ts : 
The Caloutts Municipal Bill incorporate a portion of the Suburte | 
the Calcutta J ‘unicipality : —_ 
1. Admitting that the limits of the me 
to be extended from time to time, it cannot be allowed thiss ‘any sus 
necessity has arisen in regard to Calcutta, There are still many insaniay 


(| 12.) 


: ong thoes 
nis of Spal lita of 
agen become necessary for the sake of improving its sanitary condi- 
But how will things fare in those portions of the Suburbs which will 
ot be incorporated withia the limits of the Corporation of Caloutta? If the 
sunicipal area requires to be enlarged for the purpose of improving the health: 
¢the present towa, how will the health of the eularged area, with bad 
ronicipabarese aroundit,bekeptP 

9. It should also be considered, in connection with this amalgamation 
scheme, whether the people of the incorporated portions of the Suburbs 
‘be able to pay taxes at the mereased rates prevailing within the town.’ 
koain, more mouey than can be raised by municipal taxation will be required’ 
the purpose of improving the sanitary condition of the portion of the 
Suburbs which will be incorporated m the Corporation of Calcutta, and 
here is that money to come‘from P 

3. The Committee which sat: to reporton thé amalgamation scheme 
juring the administration of Sir Rivers: Thompson ‘had no choicein' the 
natter, as they were distinctly told by Sir Rivers that amalgamation 
saving been decided upon, they ‘were only to determine what-portions of the 
Suburbs should be: incorporated within the municipal-area of the town. 

tthe public'then judge whether the question of amalgamation was properly 
liscussed by that Committee. 


4, The increase.of the municipal area-will also:subject the people of 
Naleutta, who are already overburdened with taxation, to ‘increas¢éd’ 
nunicipal rates. : . 

5, Another objection to the amalgamation scheme is that, as the best 
part of the Suburbs will be incorporated. in the Calcutta Municipality, the 
ncome of the residual Suburban munionpely that will lie over will be 

i 


~atly reduced, and so the residual municipality’ will not have~ sufficient 
1nds to keep up public health within itsown limits. Sy un Ge adr 
6. The proposal made by the ‘late Sir Rivers Thompson to include the 
pew docks at Kidderpore within the municipal area of the town, if carried 
nto effect, will prove disastrous to the‘healthof'the'town. “‘That-would sot 
ave been the case if the docks had been’ situated on ‘the north of Calcutta. 
for here the wind is northerly only during four months inthe year, and 
vutherly during the remaining 8 months. : eo 
Sir Steuart. Bayley should therefore abandon the amalgamation scheme: 
he health of the Suburbs’ may be improved by the Magistrate of the 
strict, who is the head’of the Suburban Municipality, looking, after‘the’ 
lairs of that’ Municipality: more’carefullv'than he has hitherto dotie, 
60. The Urdu Guide, of the 4th Vebruary, hopes that’ Government: 
Sho Calenttn Menishieh Oa will give‘its best’ attention to the’ memorial 
— of the local Anjuman+-Islamia regarding~ the 
ew Calcutta Municipal Bill. : Whatever -view the European -commanity 
nay take of that Bill,-it‘is¢lear ‘that that Bill, if passed into law, will very 
juriously affect:the Mahomedan'commutity of Oalcatta, =~ 
61. The Bangabdst, of the 4th February; réferting to’ the’ discussic 
Te Cacata Mmiipa Bn, _-«-=<08 the report of the Sélect Committee, on the” 
| "  —- . sQaleutta Muniei ipal Bill, : obsetves that the” 
nalgamation of the’ Suburbs with the’ town ‘is calculated'to prove disadvas- 
nil bce Doth the:town and the'Suburbe. ‘Those’ residing inthe Suburbs. 
‘ am to pay heavier taxes than’ at present ifthe amalgamation’is: . 
“*cted. Dr. Guru Das: Banerjee is’ opposed to the‘amalgamation, ‘and, His 
ie in the Council cannot apparently assail the correctness of “hid 
"Dr. Sircar is of opinion that the extension’ of ‘the’ drainage systein™ 
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‘ato-the-Suburbsjse a necessary consequence of the proposéd améalgamatics 
= ai to.qutbreaks of very fatal diseases. Dr., Sircar’s view of the mat. 
is quite correct. a 7 | Wee tT i: ; | Ci Ha os ue 
sou Puss, ‘ +62,. The Som Prakdsh, of the 6th February, is-surprised that the Seleg 
Fob, Oth, 1888. ne ae Committee of the Viceregal Legislative Vou. 
we cil on the Bill:to impose a duty on petroleyn, 
does not‘contain a single native member. The decision of such a Cominittes 
cannot be satisfactory.to all parties. It is hoped that a native member yi 
be added to the Committee. | oe Cane 
Dicca Game, 63. The Dacca Cazetle, of the 6th February, disapproves of. thy. 


Fob. 6th, 1888 Peeper wapner in which the Calcutta Municipal Bil 
* ‘The Caloutts Municipal Bill =_is going to be amended. The proposed lay. 
will. deprive the Calcutta Municipality of many privileges which even mofu. 
sil municipalities enjoy. The proposed amalgamation of the Suburbs. with. 
the town is also open to serious objection. The amalgamation will be 
advantageous to the residents of Bhowanipore, but the residents of Barans. 
gar and Taligunge will remain in the same condition: as at present. The 
cost of extending the drainage system and of: laying. gas and water-pipe 
in the Suburbs will also be very: heavy, and will necessitate the imposition of 
heavy rates on the Suburban. population. The income of the Calcutta 
Municipality is 28 lakhs, and that of the Suburbs only 6 lakhs. And this 
additional income.of 6 lakhs will be wholly inadequate to meet the enor. 
mously increased requirements of the amalgamation. The amalgamation 
will, in fact, serve only to increase the number of European and Mahomedan. 

- Commissioners; and Local Self-Government: will lose its very essence if 
the number of nominated Commissioners is increased, as the Bill proposes: 


todo. Sir Steuart Bayley is requested not to pass the Bill in its present 
form. . : . a 


~ [V.—Nattve Sratas. 
DaRnvussaLTaNat, 


64. The Darussaltanct, of the 81st Janvary, says that, a jagir work 
Jan. Slat, 1888. Oke 


Rs. 24,000 having become vacant in the State 

an o =e and Clr Lape of Bhopal by the death of its last owner,. Sir 
: | Lepel Griffin urged the Begum. to bestow it 

on her daughter—a proposal which is not agreeable to Her Highness. 
Surely, Sir Lepel had no business to interfere in such a matter 


| , or to ask the 
Begum to do anything against her will. 


Gamacmas, 65. The Sahachar, of the lst February, says that the Viceroy hs 
Feb, Iet, 1880-  Baastpur offer thanked the Maharaja of Bhurtpur for bis 
offer of 9 lakhs to Government, although he 
has not yet decided whether the offer should be accepted or not. The. 
writer thinks that the offer should not be accepted. The income of the 
Bhurtpur State is only 28 lakhs—less than the income of the Caloutts 
Municipality—and hardly sufficient for its own purposes.  _. 
66. The same paper is disinclined to believe the statement made by 
Sir Lepel Grifin in Bhopal. the Morning Post of Allahabad that Sir Lepel 
ee ee __. Griffin’s object in visiting Bhopal is to: settle: 
an allowance upon the ‘heiress-apparent of that State, What. special need: 
was there for making such an arrangement between the -mother and) het 
daughter? It would appear therefore that the statements published by the 
Amrita Bazar Patrikd are not altogether without foundation. On the pre 
sent occasion Sir Lepel had interviews only with the Begum’s daughter and 


the Begum’s son-in-law, and he did not permit ah of the 
Begum * daughter’s ar P y one except men 


ne | ty to approach him. He did not pay a single re 
Ha A to me ght a me ak reports, tending to show that Sir 

fila and bis supporters are labouring t duce inter ‘sunion in | 
State of Bhopal, MY ing to produce internal disunion 10 


to sow discord between the Begum and her danghiet 
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Jo not appear to be entirely. baseless. The writer's: distrust «of: Sir: Lepel 
Griffin as a Political Officer is. growing: stronger, -A_ man. like: Sir, Lepel 
hould not be permitted.to remain.in this country. Sir Lepel is bringing. 
shot ‘nternal discord in the Native States, and. is:setting the -Mahomedans 
againet the Hindus. BA an re See te ae OE Mes 
67, The Prajé Bandhu, of the 8rd February, says, on the authority of 


the Mérror newspaper, that when Sir Ranadip | 


A story about: Colonel. Bickerely of Gf Nepal was’ murdered, Narendra Vikrama 
Nepal. . us Saha, uncle’ of His Highness the Maharaja 
of Nepal, sought shelter in the’ British Residency; but the Resident, 
Colonel ‘Bickerley; refused him 'the protection ‘asked for, and expelled him’ 
fom the Residency, Fie! Fiel’ What méanness was that! To expel a 
man who seeks shelter from enemies who want to take hislifel = — 
+ 88, ‘The Sanjivant, of the 4th February, hopes that Government will 
aS ex... €@nlighten the public in connection with the 
| ; story told by a correspondent ‘of the Daily 
News that an attempt was.made by a respectable Nepalese gentleman on 


| The late Resident of N epal.:. 


the life of the late Resident-of Nepal, Mr. Girdlestone. © | 

69. Avcorrespondent of the Bangabdst, of the. 4th February, says 

as "that the present condition of the péople of 
we | ee Cooch Behar is most .deplorable.. Many 
people have left the Maharajah’s State and settled eleewhere. The last 
two survey operations have ruined many people, and a third survey has 
commenced, which is calculated to reduce the people to a state of starvation. 
Tne State is in a most mismanaged condition. ‘The Maharajah and, Maha- 
ranee are busy ‘making themselves merry, and think not how their poor’ 
subjects are faring. ‘Tne treasury is empty. 


‘The Cooch Behar State.. 


% 


70. Lhe Urdu Guide, of the 6th. February, says.that. the arrival. 


The Prime Minister of Nepal in. in Calcutta of the Prime Minister of Nepal. 
Calcutta. | has given rise to speculation of various.. kinds, 
and hopes that Government will ‘not concern itself with anything that it 


may: _ regarding the condition of Nepal, and that it will leave that State 
to itself. , ey Papas . 


4, 
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. % A correspondent of the Babioens Seavert pe Slst J anon, 
sOen, Masts : says that Mr, Cox, the new Magistrate of Rani- 
og tease aaa oe gunge, is a noble-minded officer, who will 
" able to do much good to, the people of that place if he stays there 
ong. ah Tee eee ig ne 


72, The Darussallanat, of the lst January, says that the coolies in, 


SaNJIVANI, 
Feb. 4th, 1888. | 


BANGABASI, 
Vy eb. 4th, 1888. 


BuRDWaN SANJIVANT, 
Jan. Sist, 1888, 


Coolie oppression in Assan. : _ Assam will know no alleviation of their suffer- : 


ey - ;  Gngs unless. Government interferes in their 
behalf and keeps the tea-planters in check. Cases -of brutal outrage on 
Colic women, committed. by. tea-planters, are very frequent ; but there:is: 


at present no means whatever of bringing those who. commit.auch offences. 


Justice, as they are in most cases supported by the Magistrates who, 
“Spouse their cause and let them escape scot-free. is ees 


73. The Sahachar, of the 1st February, referring to the. serious 


putt larpent, tho Registrar of the Charge that has been’ preferred against 


metic Mr. Larpent, the Registrar of the Punjab 
“ulversity, says that it would like to know what the Anglo-Indians will 


ofene, a! thie. Could ‘any native Registrar bave committed such a base 


Sanacnalk, 


( 164 ) 
74, The ‘same paper hears with pleasure that the Commissioners of 


ob, 1st, 1868, Wir Tambull, the idte Manicipal the Calcutts Municipality are ‘raising sm), 


BanoasBasi, 
Feb, 4th, 1888. 


SansIvamt, 
Feb. 4th, 1888, 


Secretary scriptions for a portrait of Mr. ‘Tambyy, 


their late Secretary, to be hung up as 8 memorial in the Town : 
Mr. Turnbull was a very good and impartial man’ and the me 


will be glad to see something done to perpetuate the memory of 4 
da map. 
75. The same paper says that something — be done a & stop 

gee to, cow-slaughter an increase the number 
ee and improve the breed of cattle. The deci. 

sion of the Judges of the Allahabad High Court in the recent case of cqy. 

killing is very unsatisfactory, The law should‘be amended. The meeti: 

that was held 2 

attended by influential Hindus, as well.as: by many. Mahomedans, and also 

by some Europeans. Mr. Howard, an Allahabad Barrister, strongly supports 
the movement, and has signed the memorial that has been sent upto 

Government praying for a law for the prevention of cow-slaughter. | 
76. <A correspondent of the Hindu -Ranjika, of the 1st February, 

mee complains of the scarcity of good drinking 
fn tty Of water at Amlasadarpore water ‘at Armlasadarpore, a ‘village ‘in the 
| Kustea sub-division of the. Nuddea district, 

The people suffer from many fatal diseases for want of good drinking water. 

Government is requested to remove this grievance. ; 


77. Referring ‘to the case of cow-slaughter recently decided by the 


Allahabad High Court (see Report‘on Native 
‘Cow-slaughter and the Zaglishman 


Papers for week ending ‘the ‘28th January, | 
ig ae , paragraph 45), the Bangabdst, of the 4th 
February, says that a memorial has been submitted to the Viceroy on the @ 
subject by the residents of Allahabad. The decision of the Allahabad — 


Court, which rests on technical grounds, will wound Hindu feelings; and 
the encouragement which that Court has indirectly given to cow-slaughter 


will lead to disastrous consequences. Interference: m the religious: beliefs: 
of the Hindus: will inflame them, and ‘serious political disturbances will: 
ensue. It is against good policy to set class against class, and to encourage — 


Mahomedans to slaughter cows, and tnereby to wound Hindu feelings. 
Cow-slaughter should be prevented “as much as possible in an agricultural 
country like India, where the cow is so very useful to the agriculturist. 


Government ought to. put an.end to unnecessary cow-slaughter, and if any — 
modification of the.existing law un the subject is deemed’ necessary for 
doing this, such modification should’ at once be made. The Haghshman — 
newspaper is inciting Government not to listen to the prayer of the Hindus. — 
against cow-slaughter. But the Zaglishman is devoid of common sens — 
and foresight, and the Viceroy and his Councillors should not listen to 


what it says on this subject. 


78. The Sanjivani, of the 4th February, says that, as advantage. is 


likely to be taken by the salt-dealers of the 
A request to the readers of the | 


Sanjivani. recent increase of'the salt duty to considerably 
enhance ‘the priceof that article, it*will'be — 
obliged by its readers 'furnishing it with information regarding ‘the ‘basa — 


prices of salt in different parts of the country. 


. 


79. The same paper says thatithe English residents of Madras are : 


Ty avery different set of. people from those of 
mon Hagiannen of Matenp, Bengal. They eagerly joined the Co 


movement, and the news has come that a Madras volunteer officer lia : 
expressed his willingness to get natives enlisted as volunteers, and, that he | 


Madras volunteers, as a body, are willing to take. native members in | 
their corps. a | 


recently at Allahabad to.promote this,good object. was eng 


| game paper says that, unless the sale of patent medicines, _““7”™“™ 
80. - seus ty ig mye so’ extensive in this Saker: is puta me tpeamnes 
Medical registration. stop to, medical registration, as proposed by 
the Calcutta Medical Society, will serve no good purpose. For, if medical 
a tration 16 sanctioned, the quacks who now infest the country wil) every 
¢ them re-appear ‘as discoverers of patent medicines, and the number 
oo quacks an now- prescribe medicines of the type of ‘‘ my mixture,” 
4 tonic,” &¢., will greatly increase ; and the public will, on the other 
val be deprived of the help it now receives from kabirajes and experienced 
13.Wi diplomas. - | | ou | 
~~ were Dainit and Sdmachdr Chandrikd, of the 6th February, fully 
ic supports the resolutions atrived at by. the 
Cow-killing.- meeting held at Allahabad, protesting against 
the finding of the Allahabad High Court that the killing of cows is not 
,criminal offence. = = : 


Assam Parurs. | 


99, The Silchar, of the 80th January, says that the health of the 


oaistills in Silchar town’ of Silchar has greatly declined in 
8 ° | 


consequence of the establishment of outstills 
within its limits. It is horrible to think that there are so many as five 


outstills within that small town! Will the Municipality and the Health 
Committee do nothing to improve the health of the place? Government 
is then addressed in the following terms :—* O you British rulers! who 
are proud of your civilization, what is the good of making our grievances 
known toyou? You will not redress them. We know well that you and 
your Indian subjects stand to each other in the relation of eaters and 
things that are eaten. Englishmen are strong,. Indians are weak. 
Englishmen are educated, Indians are uneducated. So long as this dis- 
similarity exists, how can there be peace or fellowship between the two 
‘peoples? Alas! it rends one’s heart to think of that disastrous day, the- 
12th of August 1765! A strange intellectual fatuousness must have 
seized the Emperor Shah Alam on that day! For it was on that disastrous 
ty that the Emperor Shah Alam conferred upon the English the 


ewanee of Bengal, Behar and Orissa! In other words, it was on that. 
wy ha vad bright sun of India’s freedom was enveloped for ever in dense 
atk clouds 


83. A correspondentt of the same paper praises Mr. Steinberg, Assistant 
es __ Gommissioner of Hailakandi, for his establish- 
sioner é fae Commiss ment of a model school at Algapur at his 


own cost. The profound interest. which 
Mr. Steinberg has dinploget in the cause of education has made him 


popular with all classes of people. Mr. Steinberg possesses many good 
ualities, He is an impartial and just officer, and he held the Deputy 
Mmissionership of Cachar for some months with great credit. 

Tho trade of Assam, .. OM» - The same paper makes the following 

observations on the trade of Assam :— 

fs The chief article of export from Assam being tea, nearly the whole of 
“income of the Assam export trade goes to the planters; and as the 

th "es working in the tea-gardens are men from other Indian provinces, 
fir Carnings 


: o not benefit the people of Assam. So that, though trade 
7 2 lakhs of rupees into Assam, it effects no improvement in the condition 
. © people of Assam themselves. 


. Instead of improving, their condition, 
Betting worse day after day. =o ; sinc og Opa 


nn 
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One year’s failure of the crops in Sylhet and Cacher necessitated t, 
importation of grain to the value of 84 lakhs of rupees; and {hj 
84 lakhs was so much money lost. by Assam on that occasion. ~~ 

The chief exports from Sylhet are lime, paddy and oranges ;- and th, 
export trade in every one of these articles has. clined of: late, ‘as: is shew, 
by the figures quoted below :—In 1885-86 paddy worth Rs. 86,28,859 
se a from the Surma Valley against. paddy worth: Rs. 748.834 
in 1886-87. a 


Last year oranges worth Rs..1,96,050 were exported against Oranges 
worth Re. 51,405 more in the year before last. Similarly, ;:in :'1885-8¢ 
lime worth Re. 8,839,521 was exported from ‘Surma Valley against “line 
worth Rs. 5,95,809 in 1886-87. . a 

Thus last year the value of the export trade in Upper Assam was los 
than that of 1885-86 by Rs. 71,71,563. In Lower ‘Assam, though the 
value of the import trade has increased by Rs. 30,750,342, the export trade 
has declined by Rs. 28,80,124 compared with the year 1885-86. Thi 
decline in the export trade is to be deplored. 


85. The same paper says that, as the number of public women js 


: “ee increasing in the town of Silchar, they should 
rhngecbrncnes swecina be removed from the respectable santos of 
the town. The public women residing in respectable yard at Janigan), 
Tarapur, Ambikapur, Malugram and other places should also be removed to 
less frequented localities. pag | 
86. The Paridarshak, of the 80th January, says: that it is: impossible 


) for Government to impart religious ‘instruc- 
The Moral Education Hesolution, ‘tion ; and it is not also desirable that Govern- 
ment should interfere in the matter of the religious teaching of the boys 


Moral principles are the same in all countries and among all communities; 
and so purely moral teaching may be imparted by Government in the Indian 
schools. But moral instruction, in order to be effective, must: be imparted by 
teachers of unimpeachable character. Sufficient care is not now. taken’ to 
appoint teachers of good character, and there are consequently few teachers 
at present in the Indian schools who can be deemed qualified to ~ impart 
moral instruction. Instances have been known of teachers going to:the 
class-room under the influence of liquor, of teachers taking part in immoral 
theatrical performances, and of teachers visiting publicly houses of ill+fame. 


Surely such teachers cannot mould the character of the youth of 1 
country. a 


87. The same paper is sorry to find that good feeling does not exis 


. | between the Head-master and the. pupils of 
sme SD Senet the Karimgunge school. . 


88. The same paper says that the postal overseer of -Moulavibazat 


_ has oppressed and ill-treated Charan and 
barre Postal Overseer of Moulvai- T)haniram, runners serving under him; for 
refusing to carry his palki. These runners 


are serving in the Postal Department for seven or eight years. The author 
ities are requested to look to the matter. | 


89. The Munshibazar correspondent of the same paper says that 
aa Aa some Mahomedans are doing serious mischief 
by stealing into people’s houses and skin- 


ning live cows in Bhanugatch pergunnah. The authorities are requested to 
look to the matter. aet 


90. Another correspundent of the same paper says that : ost-cands 
The Sunamgunge Post Office. and stamps are not sold in the morning at the 


i Sunamgunge post office, and so-much pab- 
lic inconvenience is produced. If there be a rule prohibiting the sale 
of postage stamps in the morning it should be cancelled. . 


9], The same paper disapproves of the proposal of the Deputy 
ass Salat mmissioner of Sylhet to fix the number 
The Sy Commissioners for the local municipality 
at ten, seven being elected, namely, one for each ward, and three Sine 


nominated by Government. If this proposal be carried into effect, there 
will be inequality of representation in the different wards. Ward No. 
or instance, where the number of voters will not exceed 20 or 25, will have 
the same representation as Ward No. 7, in which the number of voters 
gill not be less than 200. It is hoped that the Chief Gommissioner will 
not sanction the proposal. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


BENGALI TRANSLATOB’S OFFICE, Bengali Translator. 


The 11th February 1888. 
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